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OP all created things, the lovelicst 
And most divine are chilelren. 
— William Coton 





aie 
December 1997 
Dear chitar 
The month of December is a mixed 
bay of joy and ansiety. Boen though 
junmight have prepared wel for yor CES 
halfycarly exams and written them with ease, still an element of anxiety 
will exist until you receive your report card. The anciety és all the more 
for those who are not quite sure of them 
On the other hand the Christmas season and the new year brings in a 
lot of cheer! Presents and greet panged and everybody tries (0 
forget their worries while welcoming the new year with a big broad smitet 
In Chennai, the Art Pestival is on and all of us try (0 attend at least a 
Jew performances of our choice. Such of those who can’t afford to pay for 
tickets can always tune in to the radio or 
toenjoy the cultural activities of the season — 
‘The weather too helps. The rainy have let up 
and itis cool and comfortable. 
It is important for children 
like you to develop a taste for 
‘our traditional classical dances 
and music, You must also learn 
to differentiate between the 
good and the mediocre. Pop in 
its various forms is ok, but that 
is not all, Kach country must 
strive to nurture its classical art 
forms as they are the pride of 
the nation, and as the future 
citizens of India, you have an important part to play in this area. 
So be proud of your heritage and enjoy te! 
Happy Hols! 
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‘A Thieving Puppy 
sent by A. Anusooya 
Deviof Coimbatore has 
been copied from an 
Archie comic. | hope 
in future Anusooya 
Devi and other readers 
will not send in copied stories. 

T. Maryann, age 12, VII B, 
Chennai 








Despite so many letters about copying, in 
the October '97 issue, “The Thieving Puppy 
was copied from an Archie comic. Even the 
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1 a 
dog's name is the same. 
Esha Bhoon, age 9, Wellington. 

Dear Esha and Maryann, 

We hope Anusooya Devi has got your mes- 
sage. 

‘A message 

We request readers to contribute original 
pieces. If, however, you are lifting items from 
other books and magazines you must send in 
the details. Gokulam encourages children to 
write. We do not want readers to send in items 
already published elsewhere. 

Children sending contributions must please 
send in their name, age, address, school name 
and class details. If even one detail is left out 
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the contribution shall 
not be considered. 
- Ed. 
| want to send 
some pictures for ‘Art 
Gallery’. All my draw- 
ings are on large pa- 
pers. How should | 
send them? 

Arun Menon, 
age 13, Adarsh 
Vidhya Kendra, 

Nagercoil. 


Dear Arun, 

You may send in your 
entries in a standard 
A-4 size sheet. Bigger 
sheets may also be 
sent. We shail be re- 
ducing your contribu- 
tions to suit the maga- 
zine's needs. 








- Ed, 


want to know what 
is the last date to send 
in articles to your 
magazine? 
B. Shreekkanth, 
age 16, Chennai 


Dear Shreekkanth, 
You can send in your 
articles anytime. We 
receive many contri- 
butions and your en- 
tries will also find a 
place in the magazine 
if selected, in due 
course. 

- Ed. 
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A gayalalan Story 


Il the ministers of Jaya- 
balpore had gathered in the 
king's palace for a meeting 


that had been called for by 
Tholaipesi, the minister for 
communications. King Jayabalan 
was presiding over the meeting. 

“All right, Tholaipesi” said the 
king. “You have the floor. 

‘Tholaipesi rose to speak. “Your 
Majesty, there is an urgent need for 
creating a good transport system. 
So far the transport ministry has not 
provided for public transport. 
Everywhere else in the world a lot 
of importance is given to transport 
systems, Only here it is neglected. 

The king turned to Perundhu, the 
minister for transport. “Well 
Perundhu, what do you have to say 
to that? 

Perundhu blinked and stuttered as 
if in panic. He 
was jittery as 
usual, The other 
ministers ex- 
changed smiles 
as they watched 
their frightened 
colleague. 

The fact was, 
Perundhu was accident 
prone. Once he had stumbled 
on the steps and broke his 
left leg. Another time he 
slipped in the bathroom and 
fractured his left arm 
When he was a young 
man a coconut fell on his 
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head from a tree. The turban he 
‘was wearing and the unusual thick- 
ness of his skull saved him from any 
serious injury. But his head seemed 
to have flattened a bit, and from then 
‘on he was called ‘Flathead’ by his 
friends. These frequent accidents 
caused a great fear in him, and he 
moved about as if more coconuts 
were about to fall on him. 


‘owhen the king addressed him, 
Perundhu started trembling 
There are a fu... fu.. few goat 

carriages, We cu... cu... could have 

a few donkey-carts if you wish" he 

stammered 
You can't use 

donkeys for pulling 
carts” said Ganabadi, ¢, 
the minister for hea 
industry. “Don't forget 
that the donkey is our 
national animal. 



















stopped speaking abruptly. 
‘Don’t you have any horse- 
drawn vehicles?” Ayalaan, the 


In minister asked, 
All the ha.... ha... horse 
‘ages are fa... for the exclusive 
use of the ka... ka... king 
Tholaipesi said: ‘Your 
Perundhu got terribly Majesty, itis high time we had a 
scared, “Iam s0 a... 6 network of carriage routes to 
sorry" he said, “Ne cover the entire country. Other- 
no.... donkey carts, Cer 
tainly no conky darts... | 
mean... “no. 











‘That's qu 





enough 
king said, and Perundhu 


wise we wouldn't 
know what was 
happening in the 
various parts of our 
country 

“The horse is a regal 
animal’’ said Sigal 
nasam, the home 
minister, “So only the 
king should use it.” He 
gave the king an oily 








he king beamed at 

him, “Ilike horses’ 

said King Jayabalar 
smugly. 





could have a fu 
fu... few ox-carts” said 


Perundhu. 





Passenger (tothe guard) + Isthismy tran? 
Guard + No it belongs to the Indian 
Railways! 

+ Tmean, can 1 take this train 
to Chennai? 
Guard + No, You can’t. Ibis too heavy! 


Shilpa. G, age 11, 
Bidar. 





————— 

“But Your Majesty,” said 
‘Ayalaan, “Speed is of utmost im- 
portance. We have to move with 
the changing times.” 

“] agree with Ayalaan” said 
Varisumai, the finance minister. “I 
could provide for carriages, horses, 
and establishment costs in the next 
budget.” 

“Butstillthe horse carriage should 
be the king's vehicle said 
Sigainasam, grinning ingratiatingly 
at the king. 

Ayalaan whispered to Varisumai: 
“Perundhu may be a flathead, but 
Sigainasam is a fathead.” 

“A shaven fathead at that’ 
Varisumai whispered back. 

“What are you two whispering 
about?” Sigainasam asked 
suspiciously. 

“Well, Iwas telling Varisurnai that 
we could use cross-bred horses for 
public transport and thorough bred 


horses for the king's carriages.” 

Sigainasam didn’t know the 
difference between ‘cross-bred’ and 
‘thoroughbred’, and didn't wish to 
betray his ignorance. So he clapped 
his hands and said: “That's brillant 
bs 

“The king nodded sagely, without 
knowing what he was nodding 
about. 





holaipesi said: “'I envisage 
carriage routes from Jaya- 
balpore to all the district head- 
quarters in the country. The 
carriage should be drawn by two 
horses. The horses should be rested 
every fifty miles, and fresh horses 
employed.” 

“Can you arrange finance for all 
this?” the king asked Varisumai 

1 think it can be managed, Your 
Majesty” said Varisumai. 

At this point, Solmannan, the 
minister for publicity rose to speak. 
He cleared his throat, glanced all 
around with a smile, and began: 
“Travel! Ah, travel! Travel broadens 
the mind. There can now be an 
answer to that eternal question, 
“Quo Vadis’ - whither goest thou? 
The answer will be ‘to the district 
headquarters’. From district to 
district with the wind whipping 
across one’s face! The clatter of the 
wheels, the clip-clop of the horses’ 
hooves, the trees whizzing past, 
Paes 

“The wise man travels, the fool 
wanders” Varisumai whispered to 
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Ayalaan 

“Solmannan, sit down” the king 
snapped. “You have done enough 
travelling for today.” Solmannan 
clammed up and sat down 

Tholaipesi said: “This improved 
travel arrangement will help foreign 
tourists too. They can see every 
nook and corner of our country.” 

“There are some nooks and 
corners they had better not see” said 
Ganabadi with a chuckle that shook 
his whole body 


‘he new public transport system 
was called JRC - Jayabalan 
Roadways Corporation, and was 
inaugurated by King Jayabalan. 
Beautiful horses sedately paced, 
pulling attractive carriages. The 
people were entranced, “Atlast, we 
have something to be proud of” they 
said, Tourism boomed in the 
country, 
‘After a few months King Jaya: 





balan expressed a desire to travel at 
least once by a public carriage. 
Perundhu wanted to arrange a 
special coach for the king. But 
Tholaipesi told the king that he 
should travel by a regular carriage 
along with the common people so 
that he could get to know the 
conditions of travel in the country. 
So King Jayabalan came to a 
carriage stop one morning, 
accompanied by Perundhu and 
Sigainasam, A large chair was 
placed for the king, who sat there 
and waited for the public carriage. 
He waited, and waited and 
waited. Even after an hour there was 
no sign of the carriage. The king's 
face was red as a tomato with anger. 
He rose and stomped off to his 
private carriage, and was driven to 
the palace, That evening he sum: 
moned Perundhu to the palace. 
What's all this?” the king 
thundered, “Can't you get your 
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carriages to run on time?’ 
Perundhu almost fainted with 
fear, "The co... co., coach was late 
he said. 
“Tknow that" the king snapped. 
He raised an admonishing finger and 


shook it at Perundhu, ‘The next 
time it is late | will put you on the 
road and make it run over you." 


| aele shivered in fright. “It 
will never happen ag... ag 
again” he said. 

‘The carriage horses that were 
trotting and cantering till then were 
now made to gallop madly. The 
carriages took corners dangerously 
‘on two wheels, rattling the 
passengers very badly. 

And quite often the carriages 
never stopped to pick up passengers. 
"We have to make up for lost time’ 


the driver would yell as he whipped 
the horses and whizzed past crowds 
‘of waiting travellers. 

People got used to missing the 
public carriage. In the early days of 
this new procedure, they yelled and 
screamed at the carriage as it passed 
them without stopping, 

Later it became a joke. They 
started shouting witty comments as 
the carriage zoomed past them, 
though once they manhandled 
Perundhu, who had come there on 
an inspection tour, He suffered 
fractures in his right arm and tight 
leg 

The public transport system of 
Jayabalpore acquired a great reputa- 
tion for punctuality. The carriage 
was always on time. 

But it carried no passengers. 

JANAKAN 
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How many triangles can you Help me count these triangles! 


AG 





: J. Rohini Raj, 
Priya Natrajan (age 11), ‘Std - VII, 


‘Sed =Vil New Delhi: K.V.LLT, School, Chennai. 


Hee, MODLES 


1) It glows like fire, 
But it is not fire, 
It shines brightly, 
But it is not gold. 
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“S QUIZ NAME GAME 


Att answers of this quiz star With NJamme dhe games these terms are 


the letter ‘S’. 








used. 
1) The author of the famous play 1) Throw in 
Biycnci ; 2) Fast break 
ame animal which can seewithitseY@S 3) spiking 
3) The capital of New South Wales. a) checienetes 
4) Theking who wascalled the Mountain __5) Knocked out 
Rat” 6) Double fault 
5) The language of the Vedas 7) Crawl 
6) The grasslands of Europe 8) You lose by ‘fall’ 
7) The head of a vilage 9) A deadly ‘drop’ 
8) The twin city of Hyderabad 10) A ‘penalty corner’ 
9) The other name for Gujarat 11) A*home run 
40) The founder of Buddhism Asha Thayappan (age 13), 
Divya & Ashwath (age 12,9), Cathedral High School, 
= Secunderabad. Bangalore. 
Ie flies like on wings 3) | am always ahead of you, but 


But it is not a bird 


Whats not fire,not gold nor bird? 


Name it! 


2)What goes up and comes down 


at the same time? 
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you cannot see me! —What am I? 


Arvind Gupta 
Thane. 


Answers on page - 65 


his is an ancient tech 
nique which still helps a 
person to remain physi- 
cally fit, mentally relaxed and 
be prepared to ward off even 
the most formidable assailant 
Legend has it that it was an 
Indian prince who, some 5000 
years ago first developed 
the art of unarmed self- 
defence after studying 
the ways in which 
the birds and 
animals pro- 
tected them- 
selves. A number 
of ancient Indian texts 
refer to the art of weapon: 
less combat, Bruce Haines, in 
his book, ‘Karate's History and 
Traditions’ also mentions this 





Certain verses in the ancient 








“ws 


text 
‘Shukraneeti 
also describe 





some of the 
techniques commonly used In 
k Agnipurana’ another 


karate 





ancient work not only mentions 
armed combat but goes on to 
give details of certain stances 
and position 
cal to thos 


which are identi 
taught in 





nds credence to 
the widely held belief that the 
first crude version of karate 
may have originated in India. 
However, the Indian martial 
arts tradition now survives only 
in Kerala where ‘kalarippayat 
is practised. The name 
kalarippayat' is a combination 
of two Malayalam words - 
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ith the next ‘payat 
the student learns to 
handle a quarter staff, a 
dagger, a 


kaloori (gymnasium) and payat 
(the art of comba! 
other ancient practices 
kalarippayat abounds in tradi 
tional ceremonies and rituals 
but, unlike karate, practition-  ‘yerumkai’ the student is 

ers also learn the art of taught unarmed combat. The 
dling weapons. The first first and the last stages in 
payat’ consists of exercises arippayat’ training experts 
designed to develop a stu- very close to karate 
dent's reflexes, make his b Compiled by 
tough and build his endura ‘Yashpal Yadav, 
and stamina Bikaner. 





ons. In the final stage, called 
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PEE PALS CSC! 


ehad a brown shepherd dog. 
W My grandfather had named 

him Tiger. Often | wondered if 
its ancestors were wolves. If was fero- 
ious in looks, yet was the softest of 
creatures, Tiger was tawny-coloured 
and had liquid smoke-wood eyes. He 
was smart and playful, There were 
seven of us cousins in the huge an- 
cestral home. We went to school be- 


Tiger knew when we'd come to play. 
He'd wait by the porch steps til five 
His bark would tell us it was time for 
play. If nobody came to the porch by 
five, he'd bark the place down till we 
came to him. And then, till 8, it was 
playtime. We never knew who tired 
most - Tiger or us, Eight pm was din- 
ner time and we'd be called in. Tiger 
would wag his tail vigourously as he 





A SOLER RENENDERED 


tween 9 am and 3 pm. We'd fin- 
ish our homework and by 5 pm, 
we'd be ready for play, 








watched us enter the home, 

Tiger had a soft corner for Mani. 
Mani was the youngest of us all 
Jayanti, whowas the thi, (Iminciden- 
tally the second and Bhaskar is the eld- 

est) was someone Tiger was a litle 
wary of. Noone ever knew why but 
tilthe end, Tiger was scared of her. 


Mani was only five. And 
he'd return from school at 
12noon. 

| guess that's why Mani 
was his favourite. He 
played with Tiger for a 
much longer time than we 
all ic. 


eneveraskedhow 
old Tiger was. 
Bhaskar was fif- 


teen, | was fourteen, 
Jayanthi and Asha were 
thirteen, Mekala and 
Gayatri were ten and 
seven, Bhaskar says Tiger 
has been around since he 
‘was a toddler. Actually Bhaskar tells a 
lotof tales. | guess he means since he 
was Mani'sage. Anyway, Tiger adored 
Bhaskar, They were thick pals. 

My grandfather would sitin the arm- 
chair and Tiger would spend the hot 
afternoons lying beside grandpa, as 
though keeping watch. Grandpa 
would snooze, theneem trees beyond 
the porch would sway in the breeze 
and many a time, | wondered how 
Tiger’shair swayedin the breeze. He'd 
put his face on his front paw, cock his 
head sideways, and put his tongue out. 
Suddenly he'd close his eyes and 
sleep, making me wonder what had 
‘come upon him. 

(One day, during the hot May sum- 
mer, grandpa was taking his regular 
snooze. Tiger to0 lay beside him, en- 
Joying theneem-enriched breeze. Sud- 
denly, Tiger started barking. Grandpa 
slapped Tiger with his bound-volumed 
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book. But Tiger growled at him, Then 
he almost ripped grandpa in his hurry 
togetout 


Tiger was running as if he were 

being chased. My aunt just then 
‘camerunning, She said Manihad fallen 
into the water tank. Before grandpa 
could even grasp the gist ofall that my 
aunt was saying Tiger was back to 
where grandpa was standing with 
Mani. Tiger was wet and he was hold- 
ing to Mani by the collar of his shirt, 
Manilooked dazed. But, since that day, 
Tiger remained the brave soldier of the 
family. His grave still stands in the 
backyard of our ancestral home, A 
fiower shrub has grown on it not by 
design, but by pure coincidence, Even 
today allof us refer to the white flowers 
as Tiger's flowers. Nobody plucks 
them. 


A nangry grandpa yelled after him, 
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een asain Form 


| CHENNAT - 600 097. | 





Please send me 6/12 issues of Gokulam. ' 


Enclosed is my DD/MO for Rs. 30/- for 6 issues/ 
Rs. 60/- for 12 issues. 
(Outstation cheques not accepted.) 


MY NAME:. 








PIN CODE :.. 





Send your filled in forms along with a Demand 
Draft drawn in favour of ‘Gokulam’ to 


‘THE CIRCULATION MANAGER 
GOKULAM (ingtish) X 

47, JAWAHARLAL NEHRU ROAD, 
EKKADUTHANGAL, 
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ne night 

Akbar and 
Birbal were stand- 
ing onthe Agra Fort 
and facing the 
gushing Yamuna 
The sound of 
Yamuna’s rippling 
waters were distinct 
tothe ears. 

To Akbar its sound 
seemed like someone 
crying, 

“Birbal, whys 


why Is 


Yamuna crying?” 
asked Akbar suddenly. 
He wanted to hear Birbal 
say he did not know. 

But, Birbal replied immedi- 
ately, “Your majesty, it is but natural 
for girls to cry when leaving for their 
husband's house,” 

The emperor was puzzled by 
Birbal's answer. 

“Birbal, explain yoursell.” 

Birbal answered, “Your majesty, 
the river Yamuna is born in the Hima- 








layas. Itwill even- 
tually join the Bay of Bengal. The Bay 
of Bengal is its husband's house. Is 
it not natural for Yamuna to cry as 
she is leaving her mother’s house?” 
‘Akbar was very pleased with 
Birbal's witty answer. He removed his 
ring and gave it to Birbal. 
P.Praveen, KV, V std, 
Bangalore. 








WEY WISE 


Money can buy ngs eg@eey Money can buy paste 
e se 
‘But not health. % a) ‘But not a tooth. 
‘Money can buy a house ‘Money can buy intelligence 
But not a family. % But not honesty! 
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AMehtab, Bangalore. 
Vv 

















Last date Jan 15, 1998. pase G 
So'move, Hove, move i ,) ae 








4 dia kept its tryst with destiny when the 
1 of the world slept.’ This was the 

phrase that was to be echoed by 
generations, The phrase uttered by Jawaharlal 
Nehru, became a hymn as he hoisted the tri- 
colour on 15th August 1947. 

It has a magical, almost talismanic significance for Indians - as much as 
the day itself. The British who boasted that the sun never set on the 
empire ate a humble pie \. Nachike, BS, KV.G.N, Channa. 
and today for five 
decades, the Indian flag 
has fluttered proudly 
testifying we are the 
masters of our destiny. 

We must recall. with 
pride and gratitude this 
day. Let us salute the 
freedom fighters who 
made it possible for us 
to live and breathe free 
air. What does the 
balance sheet of 50 








years read like? There is cme wc ane ane 400 
plenty to be proud of ‘ow Yat POON 





a vast and diversified 


industrial structure, a 
green revolution and 
above all a democratic 
rule with adult franchise, 


Ours was also the first 
country to adopt five 
year plans to achieve | 4 
economic and social 
r ) 
progress. 5 
et us not turn a 
blind eye to the 
W 
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Ahi there comes the great day 

People are happy and goy. 

For, years of struggle went not in 
vain 

Allthat matters, isthe great train 

it was the day, free from ‘them’ 

The day free from alien rule, 

And, 

No more aristocracy 





problems looming large. India a 
is still grappling with population 
explosion. Large scale proverty and 
an unequal income and wealth 
distribution are staring back at us. 
Unemployment has become a threat 
to India's economic well-being and 
social development. In short, the 
legacy of the past five decades is not 
such as to produce unalloyed 
happiness. If understanding the 
problem is the first step to its 
solution, then we have no cause for 
despair, 

Truly at 50, India is ready to reap 


20 


That drove people crazy. 

No more pain and slavery, 

The day of happiness for an 
dependent country. 

When we learnt to live as men 
On this, our ‘INDEPENDENCE 


Day’ 


S. Prasanna, 
XI, Balalok Higher Sec. Scheol, 
Chennai 


REE SS ss ee 


the fruits of independence - the seeds 
sown by our freedom fighters. Let 
us spare a moment in their 
remembrance, cherish the values 
they have gifted us and above all be 
worthy of them. Let August 15 be 
forever enshrined in golden letters 
in Indian history. This is the clarion 
call to the nation on this August 15, 
that marks the 50th year of 
independence. 


Shalini Nair, age 14, 
Holy Cross Convent, 
Kalyan. 
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12 Bueno 
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‘WHAT USE 
CIGARETTES? 














Cigarettes and alcoholic drinks 
carry a statutory warning that they 
are injurious to health. Then why 
are they manufactured? The warn- 
ings merely create an unwanted in- 
terest in them. Not only adults but 
also youngsters get addicted to 
such habits. Is it not better to stop 
their manufacture? Isn't prohibition 
better than merely issuing a warn- 
ing which goes unheeded? 

G. Smruthi, age 15, Chennai. 

NATURE, 
MY FRIEND 
Tam a nature lover. | love birds, 
squirrels and the lush green trees. 
People near my house who live in 
the slum pull down with their long 
hooked sticks branches of shady 
2 














trees in their locality. 
‘Some people do this to feed 
their goats without paying anything 
for it. Some people do this 
for the dry twigs. Some boys 
try to hit crows and pull down their 
nests. They use stones and cata- 
pults harming the birds and bring- 
ing down scores of leaves. | have 
often seen people breaking 
branches of neem trees for their 
flowers which grow as a bunch and 
are used as food or medicine. | 
‘once tried to stop them and was 
hit and abused. Why do they do 
this? Is it not enough that we have 


WPoINT 





cut the trees in the forests? Why at- 
tack the few remaining trees in the 
city? Why is there no respect for 
the feelings of those who have 
tended these trees with care? It is 
not enough to put a metal grill 
around the trunk of the tree. The 
government should pass laws 
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against indiscriminate felling of 
branches. | hope others after read- 
ing my article will protest against 
the destruction of greenery. 

C. Vikram, IX Std, Chennai 





COMPARE AND 
CONTRAST 








spirit. It depends on the individuals 
attitude. Comparison to better 
one’s performance is to be 
welcomed, Such comparisons 
may end up making us better 

human beings. 
‘Swarna Sekar, TVS Academy, 
Hosur. 





(J My house is bigger than yours”, 
said Gopi, "But my dad has a Ford 
Escort", This was Shruthi, Here 
comes the big and small 
psychology. Well, they are 
children, why take their talk 
seriously? Even grown ups, love 
to talk this way, Everyone of us in 
our different walks of fe, in one way 
or the other love possessions. It 
maybe a small toy train or a Barbie 
doll for a child; or a car or a house 
for grown ups, Comparisons too 
change with time and needs. Asa 
teenager I've seen umpteen com 
parisons. 

It may be the number of friends 
one has or the number of 
classmates who will support one 
during an election for the class 
leader. Comparisons play a very 
important role in our life. It 
stimulates our determination and 
makes one succeed. Thanks to 
such comparisons. 

But comparing financial status 
‘or the marks one has scored in a 
test may be upsetting 
Comparision can either make one 
jealous or kindle a competitive 
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SAVE 

OUR FLAG 
As Toth August draws near, 
many shops display paper tricol- 
ours for sale, Children and adults 
alike are seen 
with these 
flags on Inde- 
pendence 
day. How: 
ever, once 
the day 
comes to an 
end these 
flags become 
‘useless.” 
Then, numer- 
ous soiled 
and torn flags 
can be spot- 
ted on the 
streets or in 
the garbage 
bins. Is this 
the way to treat our national flag? 
Our ‘FLAG CODE" also prohibits 
such disrespect. Whenever | spot 
such a flag | pick it up and bring it 
home. But | really do not know what 
to do with them. 
Mohana Tagore, age 14, Thane. 
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On! peticious honey, 
It is so yummy 
My delicious honey, 
Relished by bees, 

bears and bunnies, 
I will give you any 

amount of money, 
For a jar of pure, 

delicious honey. 





TiC ONE Y 


Honey is very good for coughs, 
It was discovered even before 
Snow white and 
the seven dwarfs 
On! Delicious honey 
Is pure, fresh and yummy. 
Deepika Sriraman, 
VIB, Julien Day School, 
Calcutta. 
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«x 
Corristmas 


=e the day celebrat- 
» QQ _cdas the birth of Jesus 
~ ' Christ. Orginally christ- 
mas was celebrated by offering 
prayers to pagan gods on 
January 6, The church of 
Armenia still celebrates christmas 
on this day. Many pa 
those associated with hunting, 
thunderand lightening as in Greek 
Roman or even Indian mythology 
In 3 AD, the christ 
ged the celebrations to 
December 25. With the advent 


of Christ, a new re 













gods are 
gods a 





an world 











took over. 
Though old gods lost their 
importance, some customs 
still held fast 
believed that ‘gift giving’ was 
followed after the three kings 
took gifts when they went to 


It is often 


Since heathen 





Id Jesus, 
gods were thus honoured there 
was probably nothing wrong, 
Ji incarrying on the tradition of 


EZ. presentations. 


Besides, December 6 
a0 


is traditionally being 
cabrted 
@ 
| 
\ story hasit 


Barn 


% 





An interesting 


overheard a conversation 
between an old man and his three 
daughters about their deprived 


re Voce 





St. Nicholas is believed to 
have dropped bags of gold for them 
during the night. On the third night 
St. Nicholas was caught in the act 


Preopte attach much impor- 
tance to saints. Hence December 6 
came tobe observed ast. Nicholas’ 
day when presents are given and 
As traditions continued, 
several other celebrations also 


received. 


began to be observed. 
Decorating the christmas tree is, 
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believed to have begun with 
people’s belief that good spirits 
lived in nature and these trees were 
decorated to please the spirits 
With the spread of christianity it 
was considered as a way of 
honouring christ. The christmas 
tree as we know today caught on 
in many countries after the 18th 
century 

It is Santa Claus who usually 
brings the christmas gifts. But in 


a ea Dt 
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some countries it is the 
infant Jesus who brings 
the gifts. 
Children even put out 
food for his little donkey 
and 


christmas 


In Norway 





Sweden gifts are distri 
buted to the children by an 
elf called Jultomten, ‘This 
elf makes sure that the 
children have been good 


through out the year. So they 


















always check with the parents 
before giving them presents. 
In Australia and New Zealand 
children receive their gifts from 
Father Christmas, believed to be 
a close relative of Santa Claus. 
December 25 falls in the 


middle of hot summer. 
Compiled by 7 Ay a 
R. Anjoo 
Sharon, age 15, y 
Coimbatore.) | 
—s 


u 








WHAT IS THAT I 
COUPLE DOING ON TOP 
OF THE ROCK? 


HARI AND SHAG WHILE 
ON A PICNIC — 


THE 
STAR 
RIDERS 


STORY & 
MLUSTRATION 


JEARAy 
















OHI NO! THEY ARE 
GOING TO COMMIT 
SUICIDE | THINK, 















LEAVE US ALONE... GO AWAY! OUR 

PARENTS WILL NEVER ALLOW US TO 

MARRY... WE WILL BE UNITED IN 
HEAVEN ATLEAST! 


HEY! IF YOU.DON'T CHANGE 
‘YOUR MIND | TOO WILL JUMP! 
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BUT YOU HAVE 
NO RIGHT TO KILL 
YOURSELF... 
WHATEVER IT IS - 
I'M GOING 

TO JUMP! 








NO... STOP. 
IT IS OUR 
RIGHT 10 DIE... 


WE SHOULD) 
NEVER DO THAT 
IN OUR LIFE... 
OH... THAT 
INNOCENT BOY, 

ine 


YES... WE 
HAVE BEEN 
THE CAUSE 

V\ OF HIS DEATH. J] 
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HARI FLEW, 

DOWN THE ~~ 

HILL a 
Dia a 
THEY MUST BE THE 


PARENTS OF THE _™= 
NK courte. 
See Pe oh 


DID YOU SEE, 
YOUNG MAN, 
A COUPLE ON TOP 
OF THE CLIFF? 



















GOING TO COMMIT 
SUICIDE. 





FOOLS DID 
NOT CONCEDE 
TO THEIR, 

MARRIAGE. 


YES, 
LSAW THEM! 
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oe 


Dy oes this phrase sound 
familiar? Those who love 
IJ reading the story of Phantom 








a | V 
») 
Ne 

are already fa- 

mitiar with this 
phrase. And for those 
who haven't read even 

‘one of this series well, ask your 
friends if you have missed out on 

something? 

Phantom is a four hunded year old 
man who is a ghost who walks, and 
never dies. He wears rings with a 
human skull and the swastik embel- 
lished on them in both the ring fingers. 
Needless to say the skull bodes ill for 
the evil and the swastik means protec- 
tion. He dons a purple robe when he is 
in the forest and is a sauve, handsome 
man with black hair and sharp eyes 
when he is in the city-which is usually 








IN LATE.. 


only to meet Diana or an English rela- 
tive of his. 

In the forest with his pigmy army he 
travels on his white horse, Hero. and a 
black-brown wolf called Devil sniffs out 
danger for him, when he is not alert. 

‘And as for Diana. No she is no prin- 
cess. But she is a blonde who finally 
did marry Phantom and moved into the 
forest with Phantom and also had twins, 
thus extending the lineage for the next 
generation. 

Phantom protects the forest and is 
always at hand wherever crimes hap- 
pen. This was the creation of Lee Falk 
which was lapped up by American 
newspaper lovers. 





ee Falk also created another 
character - a magician, called 
Mandrake. Mandrake was tall 
and had a companion called Lothar. In 
the initial stories Lothar, a black man 
was his steward and slave. Later, 









Lothar rose: tobe Mandreke’s compan- 


jon, He even appears in the later comics 
tke a princely figure, well-attied and 
‘charming, Mandrake is believed to have 
been a paper recreation of a magician 
called Houndini 





he apeman Tarzan, created by 
T Edgar Rice Burroughs, is based 
(on the life of Lord Greystoke who 

‘was lost in the wilds as an infant, 

When newspapers gained accept 
ance it was felt that the reader needed 
something more than just news. Most of 
the news was depressing, They needed 
a change. There were good artists who 
found newspapers an excellent let out for 
32 





their talents, Thus grew the comic strips. 
These strips-Phantom and Mandrake, 
Tarzan and Superman were all inventons 
of imaginative minds. These strips were 
lapped up by the readers simply because 
they were the kind of heroes who did not 
exist in the word of their day. Duels were 
a matter of the past. Besides, in a fast 
changing world the old world charm of 
helping a woman in distress was slowly 
ving way to equally for women either 
because women demanded it or because 
‘as civilisation progressed there was hardly 
any choice. 


hese comic strip heroes were a 

kind of role model to the chilcren 

ofthe 1930s when these strips be- 
gan to appear. The first of such strips 
Came into existence in 1890. These rrus- 
clemen did not fight dinos but flesh-and- 
blood characters, mostly men who made 
money the wrong way. 

Mr. Waker or Phantom makes for an 
interesting study because of the strange 
ppurple colour coat he wore in the jungle. 
This coat was probably an insulation to 
evade attack by poisonous bugs or thorny 
bushes! 

Mandrake would of course wave his 
magic wand and that was i! His enemies 
found themselves disoriented by his met 
cal powers 

These comic characters have over he 
years been nicknamedthe avenging an- 
{gels- action heroes who were adept in 
wersting, boxing, sword weilding and 
shooting of the hip too! 

Psychologists have put down this kind 
of role modeling to frustration during the 
Depression of the ‘30s. 
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nish was an intelli in hindi. 
boy. Hehadstoodfirst Once Danish read a book 
in the X standard ex- whose theme was understandable 
ams. Ando his pleas- enough yet there were so many 
=?” ure he noted that he words that he did not understand. 











had scored 90 in english, his fa- ‘if only | had understood those 
vourite subject. Danish was study- words | would have enjoyed the 
ing in a hindi medium school. It book better,’ thought Danish. 


went without saying that he would 





opt for english literature 


voted much of his leisure 
books, magazines and 


ish had one problem. His 


vocabulary was not very 
sound and he wished he 
had a good dictionary with 
meanings of english words 
33 
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STUDENTS 
HOUSEWIVES &- 
EMPLOYEES 

anybody can learn this 
interesting and useful course 


(Age 6 to 60) 


Come on! Write your address 
and put a 2/-Rs, Stamp inside 
the cover, mail it, for details. 








A.J, ART COURSE 
NO}, th MAIN ROAD, DHANDEESWARAM, 
VELACHERY, MADRAS 600 042 
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Danish's father had a sound 
knowledge of english, Papa was 
always busy. Whenever he found 
papa free, he would ask him the 
meanings of difficult words. 

Next week was his birthday. 
Danish was looking forward to it 
It was one occasion when he in- 
vited all his friends. There were lots 
of games and much fun could be 
had. 

Happy Birthday to you, Danish” 
echoed all around as Danish blew 
out the candles. Shiela, one of his 
friends, danced to the music of a 
popular hindi number. There were 
several gifts from expensive caps 
to jeans and T-shirts. His mother 
had given him a wrist watch, His 
papa had promised him a ‘useful 
gift, when he had reminded him of 
his birthday, Danish was very cu- 
rious to find out what that gift would 
be, There he was. He strode to- 
wards the crowd of youngsters and 
said, "happy birthday, my son,” 
and handed to Danish a packet 

Danish opened it and found a 
big dictionary -a lovely book which 
contained thousands of words with 
meanings in hindi. Now he would 
have no difficulty understanding 
english, He would place it above 
all his books. Indeed here was his 
route to a better vocabulary. 


SAMIUL HASSAN QUADRI, 
BIKANER. 
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CRACK OPEN THE MESSAGE! 


\ind the greetings hidden in the darkened boxes using the clues 





given. 
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1) Jesus was born ina cold and 
dark 
2)'The sound heard before a mass 
3) Songs sung during Christmas 
4) Special evergreen item deco- 
rated with lights, presents, 
toys etc. 
5) A sweet of crystallised sugar 
6) A dish made from a mixture 
of flour, butter, eggs. 
sugar ete. 
7) Bread consecrated in the 
eucharist given during mass 
8) While the shepherds watched a 
bright new. came on the 
night Jesus was born 


w_LI 
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9) Presents 

10) Saint Nicholas ts popularly 
known as 

11) Elaborate dinner 

12) When Jesus was born, angels 
came as. and conveyed 
the message to shepherds 

13) A divine being who is an at- 
tendant of God 

14)A child’s plaything (an inflat 
able toy) 








R.Sharadha, 
age 15, 

BHEL Matriculation H.S.S, 
Trichy. 
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HAY] 00k! What I've found’ cried Anne. 
L ‘Anne came running, ike crazy, towards 
Peter's study table. His eyes widened as hesaw 
whatwas inher hand. An old, long lost album. It 
‘was an album which contained the pictures of their 
childhood days, days they had spent with their 
late grandfather in his house. Anne skidded to 2 
haltnear Peter's desk. She let the book fall with a 
bang, making dust fy. 
“Open it! Open it 
quick!” said Peter ea- 
gery 

“Nope,” Anne said 
laying her hand on the 
precious book. "Ne 
unless you buy me @ 
chocolate bar, a whol 
chocolate bar: 

“Okay,” sald Pete 
glaring at her. 

Peter, the elder oF 
the wo, was a mil. 
and giving boy, Anne 
‘was exactly the oppo- 
site. She doted on ad- 
ventures, Her favour- 
ite pastime was explor- 
ing the tiny, dingy attic 
above her bedroom, 
Pulling. chair to the 
desk, she began iting 


the flap of the album, very siowly, 

Peter scoivied. If it was one 
thing he did not like about Anne, 
‘twas her nature of keeping peo- 
plein tortured suspense. 

(On the very first page was 
the picture of a house. That 
beautiful white house brought 
the past events to the fore. 


Though he was quite small at 
38 
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that time, the events were stil vivid in his 
memory. 


twas a wel-furished room, The tea 
things were set on a small table, The 
smellof costly tobacco fled the ait. Peter 
was sitting near the dining table reading 
‘a book—Goldilocks and the Three Bears, 
‘Anne was only a year old then. Their 
father, Mr. Irwin, sat on a chair opposite 
Peter's, smoking his favourite pipe. The 
chair at the head of the table was empty. 
Its occupant, old Mr. Irwin, Peter's 
‘grandfather, had the habit of taking a long 
walk before tea, 
“Daddy, what does ‘grisly’ mean?” 
asked Peter 
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"Grisly" 





















“And in that house lived three grisly 
bears'” read out Peter, “What does grisly’ 
mean?” 

"Get me the dictionary from there, will 
you Peter?” asked Mr. win. "Illteach you 
to look up difficult words.” 

Poterranto gett. He had just reached 
the shelf when the doorbell sounded, 

I get it" Peter ran to the door. 

He returned escorting a policeman, 

"Mr. Irwin?’ asked the policeman. 

"Yes, how may | help you? 

‘What the policeman had to say was 
short, Old Mr Irwin was struck down by 
a clumsy truck driver and had died on the 
spot due to blood loss, 

Mr. Irwin went through 
much hardship since old 
Mrlnwin had mortgaged 
his house, Peter was old 
enough to understand the 
nuances of adult ite 

‘Well, that’s the end of 
ity" Anne had shut the al- 
bum, 

Finding things amused 
her, But looking through 
them was quite another: 
matter. She ran out of the 
room in search of some- 
hing else on the atic, Pe: 
or lifted the album to his 

and started looking 
rough the rest of it. Two 
‘gars formed a blotch on 

she dusty album, 
Le livre, Mumbai, 


Le live, send in your 
name, school's name, 
address and age please. 
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Illustration : Lalitha 


ou are test-fh 
determined to get you 

the solar system and you 
laser cannon for c 
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the winner, So... best of luck! You 
need 3 counters per player and a 
dice. 1) Place one counter on start. 
2) Place second counter on the 
missile counter, square marked 25 
This is for the missiles you use up 
in your battles with the aliens, 3) 
Place another counter at the full 
mark of the fuel counter. Itis for the 
‘amount of fuel you useup. Move it 
1 step to the right with every 10 
steps you move and whenever you 
Warp Jump. 4) The symbols ap- 
pearing above the square marked 
2, 12, 16 etc is the radar and the 
dots are the aliens, When you have 
to fight the aliens the display on 
your radar tells you what to do. If 
you use a missile move the missile 
counter 1 step backwards. The 
ction dial shows where the mis- 
sile went. For each alien killed you 
keep a counter on the record dial, 
for e.g. If you land on square 2, 
throw the dice once again. If you 
throw 3 the alien on the north-west 
side of the radar is killed. Put a 





counter on the north-west side of 
the record dial to show that you 
have Killed an alien. If you miss then 
you attack again in your next turn 
or escape by Warp Jump at the risk 
of using up fuel. 5) Should you get 
spare fuel move your counter one 
step to the lel, 6) Skipping (jump- 
ing over another player's counter) 
is permitted, 7) If two players to- 
gether have to fight aliens, they 
fight individually (i,e.no‘help’ to 
each other). 8) For square number 
35, move your fuel counter back 
by 1 step. 9) you land on square 
number 44, you cannot use Warp 
Jump hence forth. 10) If your mis- 
sile stock gets depleted before you 
reach ‘FINISH, then keep the mis- 
sile counter on the square marked. 
‘LASER FIRING BUTTION' to show 
that lasers are your only defence. 
11) you score a hit with a missile, 
the enemy (alien) ship has been 
obliterated. However, it takes two 
laser beams to knock out an en- 
emy ship, So use your missiles with 
care. 











Mill 





an: 









Woman: Milkman, why is” 
the milk hot? 

Tam. sorry 
im, today for a change 
st have poured hot wa- ~ 
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QUIZZES 


{ you love quizzes then 
you must know Derek 0’ 
Brien, 

Who's Derek? 

For those of you who 

















sit glued to Zee TV on 
sunday afternoon waiting for the 
Bournvita Quiz contest, he is 
another neighbour! If you have 
never watched this programme, 
then here is an introduction. 
Derek wears glasses with metal 
rims and sports a beard and mous: 
tache and introduces the children on 
the contest show never forgetting to 
ask them if they have ‘pet’ names at 





+ when you draw up a crossword maze there are 
Certain ules. You don't have wo letter words or 
‘bbrovitlons unless In extromo cases. Youmust 
iso forma perfect symmetry when drawing up 






































home. 

‘And then, it's on to question hour. 
He introduces a guest of honour 
every show and you are sure to win 
an entry into the contest by merely 
answering his questions. 

Derek says to be a good quiz buff, 
you have to be a good abserver and 
a good listener. Besides reading a lot 
of course. 

He says every child must 
read al least one newspaper a 
day, this way you amass infor- 
mation. 




















Derek has his own company 
called Big Ideas. A team of 18 
people work for him, collecting 
fata, authenticating it and re: 
searching for more! He says it's 
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a hard and tough job. So quiz: 
zing is real hard work after all 
‘As hard as it is for the part 
pants! 
Neil O' Brien, father of Derek 
was also an ace quiz master. 
Courtesy : The Madras 
Plus (Economic Times) 
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TASK FOLK TALE —_—_$_—$—$————— nn 


ong agoin the city of Tajlk 

in Russia, there lived a 

bird, Itwas a special bird, 

Kind and helpful to the 

needy, the bird could do miracles 
Once during its wanderings it 
came to a sea shore and perched 
upon a tree, It happened to notice 
an old fisherman who 
had only one small fish 


to show for his day's. 
work, The bird 
landed near the fish- 
erman and asked, 
“what will you do with 
this small fish?” The man 
was astonished but then since he 
had heard about the bird, he said, 
“I'l go to the market, sell it and buy 
some bread." The bird took pity on 
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The 









the man and said, “go home. You'll 
never be hungry again.” The old 
fisherman believed the bird's 
words and left for home. 

‘At home there were piles of fish 
in the stock room. He sold the fish 
and made a hefty profit. Every day 
the bird's words came true. Soon 
he had made a neat pile of 
money for himself 

One day at 
the bazaar 
the town- 
rier was 

saying 

“Who- 

ever 
finds the 
magic bird will 
receive half of the state 
from the emperor." Overjoyed, 
the old fisherman jumped from his 
place. But he stopped himself 
Was it right to betray the bird which 
had saved him from starvation? But 
the town-crier had already spotted 
the fisherman, 
He took the fish- 
erman to the 
ruler and said, 
“Your Majesty, 
this man knows 





about the 

magic bird." 
he king 
said, “I 
have 
gone 
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As soon as the bird alighted the 
fisherman grabbed the bird by its 
legs. But the magic bird flapped 
its powerful wings and took off. 
And off went the fisherman. A serv- 
ant held fast to the old man's legs 
SS and the second servant held on to 
SS =__ the legs of the first servant. Thus 
they formed a chain as the bird flew 
higher. 
As they rose into the sky the 
\ old fisherman happened to 
\ 





















look down. In a moment of 
fear, he let go of the bird's 
legs and was soon fall- 
ing from the sky, tak- 
ing with him the 
| chain of servants, 






blind, but it | wash 












VIJAY 
my eyes with the bird's A SRINIVAS 
blood, I will be able to see PAI, 
again. Catch the bird for vil 
me and half the state is SI 
yours.” The old man hesi- Mary's 
tated, But half the state for English 
himself was worth the High 


betrayal. So he agreed. 

The next day, he asked the 
ruler’s men to hide behind the 
tree on which the bird usually 
perched when it spoke to the 
fisherman, He spread out 
various delicacies and waited. \\S 


School, 
SY Mumbai. 
\ z 
S 
The bird came at midnight. The 
fisherman said, “please come : 
down. I've prepared everything * 
with my own hands. After all, | 
haven't thanked you for your 


favours.” 
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[- [Arie PALACE OF A KING, THERE WAS A LAREN] 
WHICH THE PRINCES SALED BOATS AND SWAM 






































THE PRINCES RAN TO THE 
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“EACH MINISTER FAD HIS OWN IDEA TO. 
PRESENT ON THE SUBLECT OF THE TURE, 





{EACH ONE OF THEM FAD TERRBLE DEAS. AN 











Clb an STOOD LP. 
\\ 


FROW HIM INTO THE RIVER. HE 
‘WAL DROWN! 


7 
/ 


~~ 


Ki 


















































APPLY TO THE SEA 
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ed signals dan 
per and irritability. T 
of very similar temperame 
were once made to sit ir 
ferent rooms - one p 
bright red and the othe 
was painted green. Bot 
provided comfortable lou 
chairs and reading matter 
ter a fixed time the man in tr 





red room was found much more 
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room. 


ourage and 








earch has shown that a tal, merry and exuber. 
woman in low spirits 


considerably if she wears br Compiled by U. Jayashree, 
red bangles or a dre age 15, Bangalore. 
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iT] P apa, Govind came to 
school in his new car. He 
‘even took us for a ride in 

it. It is fantastic. It is 

airconditioned and can go real 

fast-more than 100km per hour. 

From tomor- 

row Govind 

will come to 

school in his 

new car. Ranjit, 

his driver, will 

drop him in the 

morning and 

pick him up af- 

ter school.” 

“That's nice, 

Vipin. Did 

you thank 

Govind?" 

J. .slaebut papa | don't like him 
very much." 

“Why son?" 

“He is... what was the word 
mummy used one day to describe 
Malati Aunty...sob...bons...! got 
it... Govind is a snob. He always 
shows off. Even today he took me 
for a ride only because he wanted 
to show off his new car.” 

“But Vipin, you always told me 
that Govind is neither good in 
studies nor in sports. So what is 
he snobbish about?” 

“Yes papa, he is very poor in 
studies. Last time he got 27th 
rank in our class of 33 students. 
In sports too he is pretty poor. But 
he always gets included in our 
campus team. Last month he was 
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made the captain of the campus 
cricket team. 


(NNT 


ANAS 


“Why is that son?’ 

“Because he supplied the en- 
tire cricket gear-brand new balls, 
bats, wickets everything. | was 
requested by my team mates to 
step down and make way for 
him. 

“What did you do?” 


TN pre orthe sake of the team | 
F stepped down from cap- 
taincy. To spite me 

Govind did not give me even one 
‘over to bowl and as a result we 
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lost the match by eight wickets. 

“That must have made him un- 
popular?" 

“Only for a short time. Govind 
has so much money that he can 
always win friends by giving gifts, 
buying ice-creams and taking 
boys for a ride in his new car.” 











“That means 
Govind is basi- 
cally snobbish 
because he has money.” 

“Yes, Papa.” 

“Son money, as they say is like 
the dirt on one's palms. Here to- 
day and gone tomorrow. If one 
at all has pride it should be about 
more permanent virtues like hon- 
esty, courage and intelligence. 
W P apa what is a bribe?” 

Vipin asked his father 
‘one night just after din- 
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ner. 












‘Son, let me explain by giving 
an example. Let us say you are 
going on a train journey. You do 
not have reservation. You give 
some extra money to the ticket 
collector and get a berth. The 
extra money that you give is a 
bribe. 

“But is it wrong to bribe?” 
“Yes son. By giving 
that extra money you 
have managed to get 
a reservation. But at 
the same time you have 
deprived some one else 
of his right.” 

"But papa mummy was saying 
Uncle Sethi takes bribe and that 
is why he can afford a luxury car 
and so many other things 
Govind, by spending money can 
win friends. If we can get so many 
good things by taking and giving 
bribes why shouldn't we? 

Because taking or giving a 
bribe isa crime. Itis not an hon- 
est thing to do.” 

jut Papa what does honesty 
give’ 

“Son, 
ong run.” 

Just then the phone rang and 
as usual Vipin’s father had to rush 
off late in the night to solve some 

problem in the Rolling Mills. 


"p 





honesty pays... in the 


apa, papa there is po- 
lice in front of Govind's 
house. They are taking 
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his father away in a jeep. \ 
Govind and his mother are 
crying. Mummy was saying 
Govind's father has been ar 
rested 

“| know son.” 


wo days later when Vipin 
Tame home from school 
there was a lot of hustle and 
bustle in his house. His father's 
colleagues were there. Sweets 
were being distributed and eve- 
ryone was hugging his father and 
slapping him on his back. 
“Come Vipin,” his mother said 


pulling him close. \_//9 
Your Papa has got 
the Jawahar Award 
What is that mummy?” 
itis the award given once a 
year for the best officer in the 
company. Your father is the 
youngest officer to get this 
award 
Vipin hugged his father who 
whispered in his ear, "See son, 
honesty pays.” 
RAMENDRA KUMAR 


School Information 


SS is for sincerity 
Cis for capacity 
His for honesty 

O is for obedience 
O is for orderliness 
Lis for learning 


For these things I came to and with 


these things J leave the School 
R. Vickram Vignesh, Std Vil B, Karamadai. 
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An ink bottle, a cotton roll, a few 
sequins (any colour) A trian 
bindi, a satin ribbon (any colour) 





Method 

Cover the ink bottle 
using gum. Tie the satin 
the neck of the bottle and m: 
bow-like knot. Cut out two earlik 


triangular bindi for the 
ie three sequins as but- 
e this hare in the show 








M. Sheena, age 12, 
‘St.Joseph’s Convent HSS, 















shapes and paste them to 
head. Paste two sequins f Nagercoil. 
— a Palice: Why ced you steal Moin s 
teh? 
Thue 7 didn't steal &. Fe gave it 
tome! 


Police: When des he give yest? 
“Phas: When 7 showed him a nifel 
9. Deepak, Bangalore. 
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hat was no nice message to 
sive. General Francis was 
terrified. He read the message 


“Enemies are going to attack our 

p. ‘They are 50,000 in number. 
‘They will soon be on us. 

Sir Thomas, H 

Secret A 





cd, 
ents. 











sneral Francis read it 





‘ ip and 
folded the paper. A 50,000 strong, 
army against his 10,000 soldiers. His 
men were not ready for battle. No 
they were not ready for such a major 
attack, ‘There was no time to send 
SOS to other military camps. This 
was just the ‘blackest news’ he had 
ever received. He paced around, He 
stood at the threshold of a tent 
wondering what else would 
befall him when he noticed 9 
he was in the army store © 
room, Gunpowder. There 
was a large quantity of it 

Yes, he could still save his count 
He gathered his warriors. Not one 
of his 10,000 strong army questioned 








his order. . 


In a few hours the soldiers were 
ready and marched to meet the 
enemies singing the national 
anthem, ‘The two armies met i 





the thick woods of Batlecom. 


General Francis’ soldiers lost. 
no time. They ignited the 
gunpowder attached to their 
bodies and jumped on their ( 
enemies. ‘The suicide bombers 
had acted according to plan 
Soon the noise of loud bursts 
filled the air, ‘The entire forest 
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SACR 


was burnt down. 
Silence reigned. An occasional 
groan was heard. Heaps of shattered 
bodies of soldiers lay, None of General 
Francis’ soldiers survived, But his 
‘country had been saved, "These soldiers 
were honoured as national heroes. 
Santosh Kumar, age 15, 


Alangulam, 





Gu the wild 








hales are gigantic 
Hence human beings 
perhaps had a special 


attraction for whales. They are 
the biggest living animals in the 
world. Whales are mammals 
‘The mother whale feeds her 
offspring on the milk 
produced by her. ‘There 
e about 4,000 different 
species of mammals on earth. 
‘There are more than 75 differ- 

ent kinds of wha 
Some common kinds 








of whales are 
blue whales, 
right whale, 
bowhead whale, 
humpback 
whale, narwhals, 
bottle-nosed 
whale, gray 
whaie, sperm 
whale and killer 
whale. The 
blue whale is 









the largest animal that has ever 
lived on earth. It can grow as long 
as 30 meters. The biggest blue 
whale is as long as five elephants 
in a row. In fact, when a blue 


whale is born it is already bigger 
than an adult elephant. 
A whale’s throat is smaller 
than an elephant’s throat. 
Most of 


the 7~ 


cal 
aor 
whales 
can't 
swallow any- 
thing bigger 
than an orange. 
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Blue whales, right whales, 
bowhead whales and 
humpback whales eat 
plankton, 








lanktons are 

microscopic 
plants and organisms 
which live near the 
surface of the sea, Whales eat 
millions of planktons everyday. 
Most of the whales have no teeth, 
Instead, they have sheets of 
water-bone along the line of their 
upperjaw, These forma sieve-like 
structure in the whale’s mouth: 
To eat, a whale just swims into a 
cloud of krill (a type of plankton) 
with its mouth open, Asthe whale 
closes its mouth, the water goes 
out through the sieve. 'This leaves 
only the krill, which the whale 
then swallows, Some whales are 
also meat eaters, Narwhals and 
bottle-nosed whales eat fish, crabs 
and lobsters. Killer whales eat 
seals and porpoises. Dolphins and 
porpoises are actually small 
whales. 

‘The killer whale is the 
largest species of dol- 
phins, Bottle-nosed 
whales are very 
intelligent. People 
train them for 
performances in 
large aquariums. 
Whales normally 


swim along just below the surface 


and come up for breathing air. 
When they swim to surface, the 
small amount of air left in their 


wind-pipe is blown out through 
the blowhole on the top of their 
head, making a sound ‘whoosh’! 
‘Then they breathe in, Even 
expert swimmers and divers do 
this to breathing 
officieney. 


S™ they have to 
swimming to the 


surface of 


inerease 


keep 
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the sea to breathe they can't fall 
asleep completely. Unfortunately 
most of the animals can't sleep 
properly because of fear of their 
life by other hunter animals. 
‘Though whales have no enemies 
they too can't take rest. 

Whales have no sense of smell 
and their vision is poor. But their 
senses of hearing, touch and taste 
are very good. They communicate 
with one another by making 
squeaking noises such as whistles 
or clicks, ‘To make squeaks they 
blow air through their blowholes. 
‘They can hear these squeaks over 
great distances. We can hear 
some of these too. 

In summer, blue whales stay in 
cold water near the North or 


r 
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South Poles. In winter they move 
into warmer parts of the ocean to 
mate and give birth to their 
young. They are social animals 
‘and travel in small groups of three 
or four. This journey of animals 
from cold to warmer places is 
called “migration”. 


"he grey whale travels more 
than 20,000 km from Arctic 
areas to either East China sea or 
Gulf of Mexico. Whales have a 
thick layer of fat called ‘blubber’ 
to keep them warm. For a long 
time whales have been hunted for 
their blubber. In earlier days, the 
Eskimos’ food in winter heavily 
depended on the size of the whale 
they hunted. Nowadays, whale 


“1 hunters equipped with special 


modern boats and ships have 
made extinct most of the whale 
population. 
Whale blubbers are used to 
1 produce oil. Other than whale 
meat and blubber, a whale is 
hunted for cosmetic and perfume 
values. Some scientists believe 
whales and sharks play a erucial 
role in environmental balance of 
the ocean and mindless hunting 
of these animals will endanger 
environment. Hence, whale 
hunting is prohibited by law in 
‘most countries. 
H. Sanjana, age 1, 
Kalpakkam. 
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you get to study. schedule. Unless you 


1. Congenial study environment possess a strong will 
e f ; power, you cannot carry 
Choose a wellit, airy, isolated part of a room Gut this programme. 


with plenty of light. Use a reading lamp during You have toresist the 
night hours. The entire room must be dark and temptation to work for 
light should fall only on the study material. While more hours on a subject 
working during day, sit near a window. Learn not 
to be distracted by outside movement. The room 
must be neat and without pictures on the wall 
The required books, guides, notebooks, 
pens, pencils, erasers, good ink, scrap-paper 
etc, must be close at hand. If you go in for a 
study table choose one with drawers. Keep 


H: ‘are some tips to manage the few hours never give up your 













pictures during study hour. Have a jug “tL 
drinking water in the room. A good 
dictionary is a must. 
Normal temperature 
is very essential 
otherwise, use the fan. 


2. Device a plan of 
study 


How many subjects do 
you have for the forth- 
coming exams? How many 
hours are available daily for studies? 
‘Suppose you have five subjects and 
you have four hours for study then 


give forty minutes for each subject. 
in your overall plan, allow time for 
revision. 

IF you follow this method, you will 
have two advantages. It prevents you from getting 
bored. Secondly it aids in the mental assimilation 
of the material because “little and often” is better 
than “much and seldom”. 

Having drawn up your timetable, stick to it and 
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that appeals to you. 
Give equal importance 
to all subjects. Other- 
wise you cannot make 
‘a mark in the exams. 


3. Seek Guidance 


Before you enter the 
portals of a college, 
seek the advice of 
persons who have 
already trodden the 
path, Itmay be a friend, 
relative or a teacher. 
Don't be afraid to 
approach them. They 
will be too pleased to 
help you if you have 
genuine interest in 
studies. 

They will be able to 
tell you about the right 
type institution, stan- 
dard textbooks, guides, 
on the subject, type of 
questions expected, set 
exercises, syllabus to 
be covered and above 
all, secrets for scoring 
high marks. 


4, Summarise as 
you proceed 
{As you read a book, 
goin for main points and 
underline them. Itwould 
be better if you make 
notes in your own 
words. This method will 
help you to remember 


62 








the facts permanently and to improve the power 
of concentration. 

At the time of examination, you will not have 
sufficient time to go through the books. But you 
can read the notes in no time and digest the points 
thoroughly. 

Wherever necessary draw charts, sketches and 
maps to illustrate the points. Try to present the 
facts in a pictorial form and it will aid both the 
mastering of the subject and memorising of it. 


5. Learn to concentrate 


If the concentration is more, progress will be 
very quick. It is a matter of will power and ideal 
external conditions. A calm and quiet atmosphere 
without disturbances like radio or television, is a 
must. 

Sit relaxed, keep your mind clear of all thoughts 
for afew minutes after 
every forty minutes of 
study. This will help 
you to concentrate for 
‘a longer time. 

6. Determine to 
succeed 
Successful stu- 

dents came up in life 
under the most un- 
favourable conditions 
because they had a 
strong determination 
toreachatarget. The 
‘will to learn’ must be 
there. Once you have 
decided to succeed in 
your studies, don’t 
forget your goal in fe. 
Tenacity of purpose is 
very, very important. 


Once you determine to do something very useful, 8, Be patient and 
never give up on the task ahead of you, persevere 


7. Brush up your memory Your expectations 
Stop thinking and telling yourself and others that must be reasonable. 
you have a poor memory. Always say and think Pursue, pursue till you 
“My memory is improving”. succeed. Unless one is 
There is no such thing as apoor memory, There patient, he or she 
is only untrained memory or trained memory. There cannot expect results. 
are several techniques for improving one’s memory In any walk of life, 






















and very many schools are teaching them. perseverance is an 
Begin to trust your memory and use it. The important ingredient for 
more it is used, the better it will become. attaining success, 
9. Maintain your 
interest 


When the subject 
becomes difficult, the 
interest may slowly 
decrease and fade 
away. On those occa 
sions, you have to bring 
back to your mind, your 
goal to be achieved in 
ite 

Remember the ad 
vantages that success 
in your studies will bring 
later. You will land a 
‘good job, higher salary, 
attractive holidays and 
so on. 

The knowledge 

which you gain 

will be fruitful 

The fund of 
knowledge you 
have gained will be 
useful to you as well as 
others. 
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10. Avoid ope loning and relaxation, staleness will not 
e there 
staleness ‘Avoid studying for more than two hours at a 

At times you may stretch. After forty minutes of study, recall what 
have to overwork. Then you have read for another ten minutes and then 
apathy may set in and relax for ten minutes or take up a hobby in which 
progress willbe ite. To you are interested. 
put an end to this, Fresh air, reasonable recreation, exercise or 
complete rest and walking, a nutritious diet and a proper frame of 
change are essential. mind are essential to evince interest in studies. 

If one does one’s, Dr. TS. RAMADHASS, 
work sensibly with 1 










Under their canopy lay 
The wide world, sleeping sound, 
he break of next day, 


Lz a 
Al 
© The petals of this flower 
Fluttered in the wind 
But when I bent to pick Baz 


It suddenly took wings, is (facies nhs 


© In our kitehen And Brother Thick 
All the year round Fasten things, 
Lives old Jack Frost Roth small and bia 
Alll safe and sound. 


St. Joseph of Cluny, Pondicherry. 
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1) Shakespeare “2 Shirk 
3) Sydney 4) Shivaji 

5) Sanskrit 6) Steppes 

7) Sarpanch 8) Secunderabad 
9)Sourashtra 10) Siddhartha Gautama 
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3) Volley Ball 4) Chess 
5) Boxing 6) Tennis 

7) Swimming 8) Wrestling 
9) Badminton 10) Hockey 
11) Baseball 


RIDDLES 


1)Glow worm 
2) Stair way 
3) Future 
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anshi's dormitory was still ee! 
§ ing from shock. “I think it is @ 
©@ ghost. Yes! Some spirit 
started Ankitha 
“Shut up, Ankitha. Don't scare 
an already terrified person,” said 
Clara closing the window. "No: 
body will peep outside until Ms. 
Augustine herself comes here. 
Some younger girls started weet 
ing in fear and many were too ter- 
rified to console them, Though it 
was past midnight, nobody felt like 
sleeping, 
Just then, they heard footsteps. 
66 








Ms. Augustine at last. “Come on 
Girls, it would shock you if | tell you 
vho that groaning, mysterious 
thing or person was 

All stood up speechless and 
curious. 

Poor girl, in a muddy frock tired 
and very weak, her hair undone 
id looking very, very troubled and 
depressed. It was...it was Rikitha.” 

Rikithal" exclaimed everyone in 
chorus. “We thought her father had. 
taken her away to some far off is- 
and?" said Clara astonished. 

“Don't know what's up but she 
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PART - IV 








could not answer any of our ques 
tions, She... she almost collapsed 
on the bed in the sick room. Mr 
Peterkins has asked us to leave her 
alone till she recovers," said Ms. 
Augustine. She shooed away eve- 
ryone to bed and marched out of 
the dormitory quite perplexed, The 
next day, the entire schoo! was 
busy discussing the previous 
night. It was the very first ime such 
a strange incident had ever 
occured and it left everyone baf- 
fled, Meanwhile, Rikitha was slowly 
recovering, 


r. Peterkins,” she said 
looking at the kind prin- 
cipal. “It was like a 


nightmare, My father... took me 
away to a faraway island. |...1 was 
shocked when | heard that he 
would not... allow me to study,” She 





cried profusely. 

“Calm down, Rikitha, calm 
down," said MrPeterkins. 

“And my father...wanted me to 
work... ina mill, Itwas terrible work- 





ing amidst heated machines and 
bad tempered people... | wanted 
to study Mr. Peterkins, but | was a 
slave. So | ran away... with great 
difficulty after selling my gold ring 
which | had secretly preserved with 
me. Mr, Peterkins, take me back 
into the school. | am... not old 
enough... to work am I? Please Mr 
Peterkins, please." 

“Well, actually we are not sup- 
posed to enrol a student without the 
permission of their parent or an 
appropriate guardian. Anyway, 
Rikitha, you may continue. | am 
sure the board will consider your 
case,” said Mr, Peterkins. 

“Thank you, Mr. Peterkins,” said 
Rikitha softly and fell unconscious 
again 


he news spread fast and 

everyone sympathised with 

Rikitha, After two more 
weeks, Rikitha started attending 
classes as usual and nobody 
dared to ask her anything. Every- 
‘one behaved normally and was 
very happy to have her back. 

“That was a happy ending," said 
Daksha, “to Rikitha’s horrifying ex- 
perience.” 

“Beats me! | feel this year is full 
of mysterious happenings," com- 
mented Rita. And she was right, 

‘A few happenings after the first 
term were very strange and mys- 
terious 

PRUTHVI V. KUMARI, 
(age 14), 
To be continued. 
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anessa's father was a clerk 
in an office. Her mother sup 
plemented his Income by 

stitching clothes. 

only enough money to teed 





There was 











Ma," Vanessa approa 
mother, "Yes?” 

Ma, it will be christmas 
Vanessa said 

"Yes, dear.” 





‘Ma, Vinay has a beautify 
want one 

‘Dear child, | wonder if we can att 
such an expense. 

Vanessa was 









upset. 
‘But. 
‘But, whi 













id 





ta 


and buy your 
self a dol” 


Thank 

























you Ma,” Vanessa ran out as if she had 
seen the Lord himself. With Ma's sugges- 
tion that she save money, Vanessa de- 
cided to help the gardener. "Ramu kaka, 

water your plants” Vanessa offered, 
Vanessa's perseverance amused Ma. But 
she said nothing. Vanessa spent the al 
ternoons helping around in the vilage’s 
nops. She even learnt to attend to 
ers. She assisted her mother in tailor 
19 t00. But allthis she did for a small pay- 
ment 

By the end of the month Veni had col: 
lected a handsome Rs. 75. "Ihave enough 

buy three dolls,” she thought. Veni was 
very pleased, Indeed this christmas 
would be very special for her 




































hen one day the most unfortu 
nate thing happened. While 
crossing the street, her father 
Lh met with an accident. 
‘Nothing serious,” pro- 
Inced the doctor. "He needs com. 
plete rest for three weeks.” Ma and 
Veni were relieved to hear thet. 
But Ma had other thoughts. 
She called Veni to her and 
said, "Dear, | am afraid we 
must spend carefully Your 
father is in bed. 
Veni understood the sity 
tion, She continued ‘o help. 
around in the shops. Two 
days later, Ma asked Veni, 
‘Veni, were in dire naed of 
money now, Can you please 
spare the money that you had 
saved for the doll? 
Veni was too stunned to say any: 
hing. She ran out of the room and lay 
under the tree in the courtyard, sobbing 
heart out. Ma knew how hard it was 
for Veni to accept the situation, Yet, she 
had no other go, That night Veni made 
the decision. Father was sick and Ma 
id never ask her unless she was 
really in need of money. She could 


























Veni handed over to Ma the mo 
had saved and helped Ma 0 
determination than before. 

household chore 

clothes Ma had 


ys buy ad 
Besides, there » 






















surpris 
made a beautiful 
She embroidered it 
stitched a Tshirt for Pa. By 
had prepared little 

bows and band: . 
friend \ Your father again, And he'll 


be going back to 





n her cheeks. "It 8 
we hugged Ma. 


















‘Merry christmas, 
he said, kiss 
| : 

1 the fore 

head. 
os then handed over 
Christmas day d PP ciabietliedcantted 

cheerful. Veni de " or her pare 
tes. Hera Veni said. Ma was 
oand oa So wat Pa, "its been the best 
Veni undid F me, fed her father, 

fa beautiful doll. Veni knew her je 





‘made it for her S. BHARATH, age 135 
‘Oh, Mal” Veni was aug! n ‘Mumbai 








Diving for 
a living 


Katian Qureshi, known better as 
‘jumping man’ dives from a 100 ft 
wall into cold waters at Buland 
Darwaza in Fatehpur Sikri 
throughout the year. Kallan braves 
itallso that his children can grow up 
and make a decent living 

Kallanis unlettered but can speak 
English, Spanish, French, German 





and Italian fluently because 8f his 
association with tourists from all over 
the world, 


Chopper 
novelty 
Mr. Katusmi Terada, president of 
70 









Rhyme Company, a 
transport machinery 
maker in Matumoto, Japan, 
hasself-designed a helicopter, 
“Boys Dream Helicopter - 4”. The 





40 kg single-seater helicopter is 
capable of a maximum speed of 
37.5 kmph and can climb upto 
12,000 ft. To be demonstrated at 
an airshow at Oshkosh in the US, it 
will be on sale from 1998 for 
$20,000. 


Boots for the 
President 


A pair of boots was specially 
made for American President Bill 
Clinton from crocodile and 
kangaroo leather in Adelaide, 
Australia in July 1997. The ‘Top 
Boots’ as it is 








called is valued at $8,000. 


Ugly croc 


13 feet crocodile captured on 





a ranch in northern Australia was 
not just the biggest caught in 13 
years, it was also the ugliest, its 
new custodians said, The 
crocodile farmer, Ms. Janelle Pugh 
said, "this poor croc has really been 
hit with the ugly stick." Ms. Pugh’s 
9-year-old daughter has named the 
crocodile "Scar" 





Meat as 
fuel 


The first hot air balloon to carry 
passengers, invented in 1793 by 
Montyolfier brothers, was fueled by 
burning a mixture of wet straw, 








\ 
x 

wool, rotten meat and old shoes. 
The smell was described as being 
‘awtul’ 


The sandwich has been named 
after the Earl of Sandwich, who hit 
upon this way of eating because 
eating full meals came in the way 





of his gambling time! 
Suresh K. Anjum 
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14t a Christmar 


GLOWING HATS light. Long white dre: scar 

n December 6, in Switzer Sashes and evergreen garlands com- 

land. children parade with plete their costume. Each Community 

( lighted candles inside huge in n elects its own St. Lucia 
a isoard hats which are Candles are lighted in homes, shops, 

cared with sik, The per. and offices and special safforn buns 
itisealled Klause shaped like cats believed to bring 

good luck, are eaten, 























HANUKKAH 

Jewish children celebrate 
Hanukkah, the festival of lights. Dur- 
ing this eight-day festival special 
andles are lighted and prayers are 
offered. Children accompany the par 

















ents in the singing, A large nine- 
stemmed candle stand called 
Menorah is used, 

The festival commemorates the vic 





DECEMBER 


FESTivitiES 

















a follower of Saint Nicholas tory of Jews over Syrians in 165 
Boys and git follow the Klause BC. Every evening one stem of 
in merry groups the candle is lighted. The 
ninth stem holds the pilot 
QUEEN OF LIGHTS. lamp which burns 
Every December oO throughout the fes- 
Swedish girs dis. tival 
pel midwinter ) Children re 
small electric can everyday of the 
ales in their hair to ia Z festival and spe- 
honour St. Lucia cial pan cakes 
the patron saint of Ww are made. Chil- 
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dren also receive tops with special 
messages on them 


MEXICAN PINATA 

During christmas, in Mexico, chil 
Gren break jars for their share of 
sweets and presents. The brightly 
coloured jar, or the pinata or papier- 
mache figure, is filled with gifts and 
sweets. It is hung by a rope from a 
ailing. The child is blindfolded and 


i 





G 
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given a stick to break open the jar. 
The child who manages to break the 
pinata is naturally showered with gifts 
and sweets. All other children also get 
their share of gifts and sweets, 


BOXING DAY 
It is the day after christmas when 
the boxes in the churches are opened. 
Boxing day is a holiday. Another old 
custom is boys learning atrade, used 





to visit the houses of the customers 
of their masters with a huge box on 
the day after christmas in which they 
collected the gifts offered by their 
masters and the houses they visited 
that day. The day falls on the first 
work day ater christmas. Decem- 
ber 26 is also known as St, Stephen's 
day. 

People spend this day enjoying 
outdoor activities and soccer 
games. 


Visalakshi Ramani, 
Coimbatore. 


73 


The concert was over and with 
great difficulty, we managed to 
weave out of the crowded sta- 


dium to our limousine, followed 
by enthusiastic fans. The car 
gathered speed and the man be- 
side me tured and asked, 
did you enjoy your- 

self? 
Enjoy myself?” | ech- 
oed. “It was superb! 
Great! Fantastic. 
Michael," With a 
happy sigh, | 
leaned back in my 
seat and gazed at 
the passing scen: 
ery. We were zoom- 
ing down the Califor- 
nia highway. It was 
just great being 
Michael's sister 


id any of you guess who 
my brother was? Michael 
Jackson, of course, the 


King of pop. 
Neverland valley 


antasies never cease 
in a teenager's 
mind. Wonders, 


and wishes, heartaches andhopeS ranch, California, was my home 
are always part of adolescence. and | was the sister of the world 
Eventually, even the wildestand the _ famous singer, Michael Jackson. It 
wierdest dreams are forgotten. But was a fatastic place to live in, The 
I still remember my craziest dream. 25 room mansion, the zoo, the 
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amusement park, the theatre... Oh! 
The feeling was overpowering 
Michael was the greatest brother 
one could ever have. Despite his 
apparent wierdness, he was defi- 
nitely a loving and caring person. 
M 2,700 acre ranch was the 

z00. He has a variety of ani- 
mals, from pythons to horses. My 
favourite animal was Bubbles, the 
chimp. The atmosphere around the 
ranch is so homely. 

Children are always welcome 
there. Michael loves loud music 
‘And he sure loves to dance. | love 
to see him moon walk. Oh, we have 
so many parties here. 

Emotionally, Michael is only 12 
years old, He loves children and of- 
ten feels very insecure. He loves 
his near and dear ones and he 
bestows special affection on his 
pets. We used to often spend our 
evening with Elizabeth Taylor, talk- 
ing and laughing. We. 

“If you're thinking of being my 

baby 

It don't matter if you're black or 

white.” 

Our deck brought me down to 
earth from my fantasy land. I'm 
grateful to be me. Just plain old me. 
Iwas disappointed that it was all a 
dream. Nevertheless, I'm glad to 
be Michael Jackson's (Wacko 
Jacko) fan. 


y favourite place in the 


Arlene Pinto, age 15, 
M.C.C., Mumbai 
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Budding Chef 


You Need 
4 slices bread 
1 big potato 
1 tsp chilli powder 
1 tsp garam masala powder 


salt 

chopped onion 
ghee or oil, to fry 
Method 


Boil, peel and mash potato. Set 
aside. Take a little oil in a ‘kadai’ 
add chopped onion and saute till 
golden. Add chilli powder, 
garam masala powder and salt, 
Add the mashed potato. Remove 
from flame. 

In % cup water ina bowl add a 
pinch of salt. Take each slice of 
bread, dip into the salted water and 
squeeze immediately. Keep aside 

Make marble sized balls of the 
potato mix and place on bread to 
make round balls. Deep fry in oil. 

B. Namratha J. Baligi 
1X Std, Bantwal 





















EXPERIENCES 








EXAM FEVER 


had social studies exams th 
next day. | sat with my history 
long answers. 





book trying to memorise 
1 still had thr 


books to study when the clos 


struck 12. It was becoming 
uncomfortably hot so | increa 


the speed of the fan. The school 


3 





w 

diary was lying beside my book 
‘The pages of the diary flew and my 
eyes fell on the exam time-table. It 
said tomorrow was math and not 
social studies. | didn't kno 
to do. All| could do was to forget 
everything and go to sleep as it w 
already 1.30a.m. 

| woke up the next day 
a.m. and glanced through 
text. 

I dressed and went to the bus 
stop. 

‘Some people there told m 
all schools were closed 
was a bandh in the city 
a sigh of relief. 











5.30 


\enath 









theav 
[returned happy 





16 


and narrated to my mother what 
had happened the previous night. 
advised me never to postpone 

studies till the last moment 
G. Priya, Hyderabad. 





GIFT FORA 


MOTHER 








twas mother's day. I had yet to 
I ind a suitable gift. After several 

hours of thinking | still hadn't 
come up with a good present for 
her. Every year | give her either 
bangles or ear rings. | went to the 
fancy shop near my house bu’ 























returned empty-handed. 

Time was running out. | sat by 
the window willing my brain to 
‘come up with some idea. Finally it 
‘struck me that words could express 
some of my feelings for my mother. 

\ picked up a lilac scented paper 
and set down my thoughts - 

Dear mom, 

“lve got something to say. Itis 
that - 

"You're Marvellous, 
Outstanding, Terrific, Helpful, 
Everloving and caring, and 
Respected, 

“And | want to remind you that | 
love you the most; you're the best. 

“Mom, you're a dear, and all 
these are true every day of the 
year!" 

Lots of love, 

Your daughter, 

Divya. 

| presented this to my mother 
and promised her | shall be even 
more helpful, good, neat and 
studious. 

Mom gave me a huge hug and 
said, “Divya, you're the best 
daughter in the whole world.” 

Divya Narayanan, IX Std. 
Chennai. 


RETURN FAVOUR 


ur school had closed after 
the half-yearly exams. My 
teacher had given us a lotof 











homework. | set out in good stead. 
Hindi, | did not like much. So | 
postponed it. My hindi teacher was 
particular about home works - if | 
did not finish them, she was sure 
to make me write the answers 
twice over. My brother reminded 


me about home works - | avoided 





any reference to home works 
studiously. Soon, it was time to 
return to school. | had not finished 
my hindi home work. 

Imet my hindi teacher on the way 
to school. She asked me if | had 
finished my home work. Without 
batting a lid | muttered, “yes, mam.” 
‘She handed me a cover asking me 
to give it to the principal. She said 
she would not be coming for five 
more days. She asked me to check 
the home works of all the students. | 
thanked god. What a lucky day it 
was! 

G. Pradeesh Kumar, IX Std., 
Bangalore. 
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PRIDE GOES BEFORE FALL 


e had just settled in our 

new place. My friends 

Sanyukta, Neethu and | 
were playing. Sanyukta was the 
eldest, She said, “let me see who 
is stronger and bolder.” She 
climbed a nearby tree and hung 
a packet of flowers on a fairly high 
branch. She said, “let me see 
who can climb the tree and fetch 
the flowers for me.” 

Neethu said, “I can do it," and 
tried to climb the tree, She 
couldn't. She climbed down and 
then | said, "You can't climb even 








climb up the high branch. It was 
difficult. But | never give up. 
So | pushed myself a little higher 
and then, | was off the tree and 
fell to the ground. | was oadly 
hurt. | did recover after a few 
days. 

One day | went to Neethu's 
house and said, "| apologise for 
being rude to you that day,” She 
was such a great friend that | was 
immediately forgiven. This 
experience really taught me a 
lesson - "Pride goes before fall. 

Sadia Puthalath, 





that much high? Look, | will do it." age 9, 
1, who was full of pride tried to Bangalore. 
m9 Boy:“I am too weak 

doctor...” 


Doctor: “Since when...?” 
Boy: “Since two weeks 
doctor!” 
Sirkali V. Revathi 
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Dear Grandma worm, 

@ 1am an eighth standard boy. My 
parents always criticise me and are rude 
to me, They beat me for the silliest of 
reasons, 

‘Only my elder brother loves me. It is 
only because of his care and attention that 
Tam adjusting. He too has got a new job 
and is leaving town, [shall be alone after 
he's gone, [don't know how I'll adjust. 1 
am afraid of being alone, 

Sreejit Ravindran, Trivandrum. 
Dear Sreejt 
® Talk to your elder brother about finding 
‘anew school for you in the town 
where he's found a job. Or 
you can suggest to your 
parents that you'd enjoy 
staying in a hostel, so 
that you will be out of 
their way. May be this 
will bring about a 
change of attinde. 
Dear Grandma worm, 
(J We are studying in 
IX standard. All other 
classes remain united 
except our class simply 
because two of the boys 
(whose name I shan’t reveal) 
do not want to mingle with others 

‘These two boys also threaten us. They 
are probably jealous because we excel in 
academics. They shun all our friendly 
gestures. 

We envy other classes their unity and are 
‘upset at our sorry plight. Please help us. 

Preethi - Anoop, Bangalore. 
Dear Preethi, Anoop, 
B Boycott the two boys. Do not talk to 
them and avoid them altogether. There is 
‘a saying ‘No man is an island’. The boys 
will have to come back into the fold, 
sometime or the other. Tell your teachers 
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about their behaviour and say that the 

whole class will refrain from talking to 

them. Iam sure your teachers and even 

the principal will help you 

Dear Grandma worm, 

 Veat a lot, Yet, | remain thin. My 

friends have nicknamed me, ‘skinny’. 1 

am very upset, Lam active 

Praveen Kumar, age 13, 
New Delhi, 








Dear Praveen, 

Some people are built that way. You 
‘reactive and lean. So what? Do you know 
how many boys and girls suffer because 
they are fat. Forget the nicknames and 
‘enjoy yourself» You can develop some 
healthy hobbies like reading books. 

Dear Grandma worm, 
© lama IX class student. Iscore average 
‘marks and not 90% though I aim for it. 1 


nv 















weighing over one kilogram fell from 
the sky and crashed to the ground in 
Gopalganj, Bangladesh, 

2.The tiny country of Panama has 
as many kinds of plants as the whole 
‘of Europe, though Europe is 140 times 
larger than Panama, 

3.A grasshoppers ears are on its 
legs. 


__} foorball pitches laid from end to 


4. Crocodiles have strange 
toothbrushes. Plovers use their 
long beaks to peck bits of food 
and parasites from between 
the crocodiles’ 


teeth, 


5. The largest ship afloat, Jahre 
Viking, is almost as large as five 


end. 

6.The longest river in UK., River 
Severn (354 kms), is a mere stream 
when compared with the world’s 





greatest rivers. 
7. If a book had a million pages, it 
would be as high as 2 23 storey building. 
8. Less than 200 years ago, the vast 
Sahara Desert was a thick forest. 
‘Compiled by 
Ramanadh V. Chivukula, 
Geetanjali School, Hyderabad. 








forget half of what I study. I am eood 
answeri 
jealous of the class toppers as 





questions in the class. I 








S. Meena, age 14, 
Jabalpur. 


Dear Meena, 
Read “Hor 


Best of luck 


manage study time” in 
Love, 
Grandma worm. 
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Bol baby bol, rock ‘n'rol! 


‘Wanna listen to rangeela? ‘abs Sn Happy B'day 
My Own Ban baad with 
Rea Beats. Di ys Rap msi 
Fo 1 psd 
dh, see dum, hase 








Mi 


















Mom, 
there's a cake 
in my piano! 










Kapil and Sachin have 
a secret to say! 

Ply the bthday 

ey, Acute 

Perfect nes 





Talking Pockeuble Bias Cake 


Pune: Listen to wh 
Sachin and Kaps hive 
toy abut cacket 


Real lephore 
sound Mica ) ‘ 
eke 


tries Ltd 
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Give your friends a moment to cherish. Write to us for free greeting cards, 








